Why I am a Christian
by Greg Kern

The following is a collection of thoughts and conclusions which are all part of the reason why I believe Christianity is the TRUTH (actually becoming a Christian, of course, has much more to do with the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds…).  This is not a thorough treatment, but only a summarization of some of the reasons why I – formerly philosophically-Agnostic-practically-Atheist – ultimately settled on the TRUTH of the Christian faith. 
Origins of the Universe

At its very beginning, the Universe must have had a “First Cause”, sometimes also referred to as the “Uncaused Cause”, the something (a Mind?) that set the chain of Causes and Effects into motion, bringing the whole Universe into existence.  Humanistic Science offers us some mysterious “cloud of space dust”, or “gasses”, or something to that effect, which – they must assert – was simply “always there”, and that somehow managed to put itself into motion...
Christians (and other Theists) assert that the First Cause – the Uncaused Cause – was a Mind who was always there, and who, by His own fiat, created the physical Universe out of nothing and set its physical laws in motion.

It seems to me that a belief in some “cloud of gasses” as the Uncaused Cause takes FAR more “faith” than does the belief that a purposeful Mind was there all along… And the “cloud of gasses” cannot have set itself into motion, not by any physical laws that I myself am aware of…
Additionally, there is simply far too much Complexity in the natural world to convince me that something like random “Natural Selection” and “Chance” – even given “billions” of years – could have been its cause… And no scientist (that I know of) is able to piece together all the necessary yet suspiciously missing Links in the chain of evolution… A Mind, who designed and established that Complexity, and who “fired up the engines” of the physical Cosmos, seems the far more rational of the two choices…
Reason and Morality

It is clear to me that the ability of the Human species to Reason about itself, and about the Universe around us, puts the Humans in a vastly different category of Being than any of the other creatures in the natural world.  The Human species has Intellect; the very ability to know ourselves to be a “species” among other “species” – to think about the Natural World from a perspective that must, by definition, be at least somewhat outside the Natural World – is unique… The next questions, then, are a) where did our mind come from, and b) to what extent are our minds “outside of” the Natural World?  It seems to me that the most plausible conclusion is that our minds have as their source a greater Mind; after all, Reason is something Minds do, not Matter…  It would, for me, take FAR greater “faith” to believe that Reason is merely another by-product in the long line of “chance” mutations and the “natural” developments of evolution.  Physical change I might be able to accept; but Reason??
And to take this further, where did our Moral “instinct” come from?  Why is it that no matter where you go, the Human species alone assigns MORAL values to certain actions?  Regardless of the differences of what one group or tribe or nation deems “moral” or “immoral”, the fact of the universality of a concept of “Right and Wrong”, “Ought and Ought Not”, “Should and Shouldn’t” seems to indicate that something like a Mind is responsible for this inclination; again, Naturalistic evolution offers nowhere near the same kind of rational explanation… You can attribute this to Utilitarianism – the belief that Morality stems from what ensures the “survival” of the greatest number of our species – but that is NOT how most of us use the word in everyday conversation… And that definition of “morality” confuses the animal instinct (the drive to survive) with Moral Imperative (assigning “Should” and “Should Not” to certain actions); the two are NOT the same…
“Eternity in their Hearts”
I find it very revealing that human history is packed with stories, legends, myths, folklore and philosophies which include all kinds of gods, images, angels, demons, spirits and other paranormal “Beings” from outside the Natural World, suggesting that nearly all Humans naturally gravitate toward something beyond this world...  Today’s modern Skeptic/Naturalist/Humanist might well be considered a minority against the rest of Humanity which, since the beginning of time, has demonstrated an innate conviction that SOMETHING exists beyond Nature.  Most religions include some belief in an “after life”, indicating a deep human desire for HOPE; and every single human being on the planet is compelled to WORSHIP (whether they call it such or not) something “bigger” than himself, whether it be God, Science, Intellect, Money, Sex, Power, Philanthropy, Self, The Great Pumpkin, etc.  Why is this??  Again, I believe Theism – indeed, this universal desire that there BE a God – offers a more rational explanation than what today’s Reductionist / Materialist / Humanist / Naturalist / Atheistic ideologies have to say…
Historical records of Jesus Christ
These summarized thought processes, however, brought me only to a Theistic world view, which is still shy of a Christian World View.  The truth claims of Christianity are contained primarily in the historical New Testament records of and about our Founder, Jesus Christ, whose identity and purpose had been prophesied about hundreds of years prior, in the books of the Old Testament. 
As historical documents, the four Gospels are among the world’s most verifiably authentic texts; the fact that they include events referred to as “miracles” should not – a priori – tarnish their historicity; and the fact that the accounts “differ” on some points here and there only add legitimacy to the testimonies of unique human Eye Witnesses, who all saw the same events but from mildly different perspectives…  

What those texts tell us about the person of Jesus simply cannot be ignored.  These historical accounts tell us Jesus was born incredibly, miraculously – without Joseph’s seed – to a virgin; that he was, even as a child, wise far beyond his years; that he spent the last 3 years of his adulthood traversing the country preaching the coming of God’s kingdom and performing outright miracles (mostly of healing, and some of which included raising dead people!).  Most importantly, they recount numerous claims on Jesus’ part – many in front of the powerful Temple leadership in his Jewish context – to be GOD Himself, and one-with-God, and sent by God, and the only way for men to be reconciled to God; they recount Jesus’ openly “forgiving” men of their “sins”, and other claims and actions which were considered to be “blasphemous” to the established Religion surrounding him.  

These claims – especially given the context in which they were made – must mean that EITHER those claims were True, OR, that Jesus was some kind of sick, megalomaniacal, black-magic Imposter who ought to be listed with “Big Foot”, Benedict Arnold, and Hitler as one of the world’s most mysterious, despised, and perhaps Evil historical (and/or mythological) figures.  Since every extant record of Jesus of Nazareth provides little support for the latter, it is at least reasonable to believe that the former is the stronger and more rational explanation…
And far from being indoctrinated “cult” followers, Jesus’ disciples – and the Apostles – were changed, by SOMETHING, from fearful, cowering men into emboldened Evangelists… Most of them (and many of the early Christians in the first through third centuries) had nothing to gain through preaching Jesus, yet lost their very lives (many in the most horrible, brutal fashions) for adhering to and promoting the teachings of this Jesus...  Christians believe it was the historical fact of the Resurrection of Jesus – literally and bodily, after having literally died from wounds suffered during His crucifixion – combined with the empowering baptism of the early Church by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, that gave the early Saints the boldness to preach the Gospel… And no other Religion features its Founder rising from the dead, validated by eye-witness testimony and the records of history…
The historical documents, the claims made therein, the Resurrection, and the boldness and blood of the Martyrs are all, to me, extremely compelling, far more so than the contrarian “explanations” offered by modern Secular Humanists, Textual Critics, and Historical Revisionists, who attack these records mostly on subjective, pre-suppositional grounds and with a tremendous amount of overt, personal antagonism against the ramifications of those records…

Some Objections to Christianity… and my own Answers
There are some lingering questions that don’t fit neatly into any category; here’s my attempt to answer a few of them:

Isn’t it a bit snobbish to claim that Jesus is the “only” way to God?  Don’t we all find our OWN way to God?

The most important part of the answer to this is that that claim comes from Jesus Himself, so I personally am reluctant to question it:  Jesus Himself said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man comes to the Father but by Me” (John 14:6)
Secondly, Christians believe the primary problem is precisely this point, that we all want to “do our own God thing”, which, in some cases, spawns the likes of Osama bin Laden and other radicals; but if “any” way is okay, as long as it “works for you”, then who are you to add on, “yeah, well, I didn’t mean a religion that KILLS people!”  Oh really?  So you have some ABSOLUTE standard in mind??  Hmm… Ponder that a little… And the opening book of the Bible has a little story about 2 brothers, one who did the religion thing as God instructed him to and the other ignored that and tried to find “his own way to God”…  Didn’t work out so well…
So the key thing is to find out what God Himself has laid out as the Way to Him, and to follow that Way… This, of course, is the great pilgrimage of anyone who is truly and sincerely seeking the Truth, and not just seeking self-satisfaction… The first step is to be extremely suspicious of ANY world view that “works for us”… If God is higher than we are, who are we to determine “our own way” to God??

Hasn’t Science disproven the whole idea of God?

That’s like asking if the Ants in the ant farm have disproven Albert Einstein.  Not even close.  The physical world may be amazing, and man’s discoveries and inventions more amazing still, but that only raises the bar on just how amazing GOD – who made it all – really is…
I don’t believe a loving God would send people to Hell.

Those Christians who boil our faith down to “accept Jesus or go to hell” don’t have a very mature understanding of the faith.  In the end, if Free Will creatures (you and me) absolutely INSIST on separating ourselves from God – doing our “own thing” – then (if Free Will means anything at all), “hell” is merely God saying, “All right. Fine. You got it.  Forever.”  As C.S. Lewis says, the gates of hell are locked from the INSIDE, not the outside… Ever wonder why the rich man in hell (in the biblical story) didn’t beg Abraham to help him ESCAPE, just merely to send the poor man to SERVE him?  If he was literally being consumed by flames, wouldn’t he scream for rescue?
I personally believe that every single human being who has ever lived will have at least one clear, unmistakable opportunity to be presented with the choice to take Jesus’ hand and be taken to the Father – through the death of his own Will and submission to God’s – or to reject that option and do his/her “own thing”, forever… So the even the “good” pagan who knows in his soul that the beautiful evening sunsets he sees on the ocean’s horizon at night point to some kind of “Great Spirit”, and he longs to meet this Spirit… someday (perhaps even after death) he’ll be introduced to Jesus, the only way to God, and will either Accept or Reject the invitation to die and be reborn (remade)… “Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the Heart”…

My neighbor is a so-called “Christian” and he’s an angry, bigoted, bible-thumping idiot.  No thanks.

Sheldon VanAuken once said that “Christians are the best argument against, as well as the best argument for, Christianity”.  And there are also, of course, Atheists who also fit that same description (substitute science textbook for Bible)… It’s still ONLY about Truth claims… And for a good treatment of “nice” and its relationship to Truth,  read this great article by C.S. Lewis… 

I cannot accept the basic Christian belief that all Humans are fundamentally and profoundly “sinful” from birth; not only does this seems unfair, but it ignores the Good we see in kind-hearted Human behavior.

I can certainly understand this point:  After all, while we do see Humans committing horrible atrocities (e.g., the Holocaust), we also see Humans committing incredible acts of heroism, philanthropy, and charity.  Why should we be dinged for the “bad” while our “good” counts for nothing, in the Christian system?  How can you break a runner’s legs and then punish him for not winning the race?

Two points in response to this:

1.  I would raise the question of Comparison:  “Good”, compared to what?  Have you ever shown up to a party where you realized, as soon as you walked in and saw all the other guests, that you were embarrassingly under-dressed for the occasion?  Well, if we accept that God exists, and that He and He alone defines for us what is “good”, then ought we not find out precisely what His standard for “Goodness” is?  Christian spirituality meets you precisely at that point:  We find that we cannot, no matter how hard we try, “measure up” to that high standard of Goodness, so profoundly so that we need Someone to take us there…
2. I would raise the question of Degree:  Imagine a Bride who is all dressed and ready to walk down the isle, when one of her bridesmaids accidentally spills a little wine on the bride’s perfectly white gown… There is a hurry to rub it out – maybe using soda water or something – but they do not get it all out, and it is a noticeable stain that she’s just going to have to endure as she walks down the isle of the church crowded with guests… You might say, “well the gown is MOSTLY still white… so much “goodness” there, still…” but of course the Bride is acutely aware of the stain, and others privately notice the blotch as she walks down the isle…. Christian spirituality paints exactly the same picture:  Sure, there is plenty of Goodness in the hearts of some of us (certainly not me, but others), and we see that Goodness in action from time to time… But in the Christian system, God intends to make us Perfect, not just Good, and so even “some” sin is enough to spoil the whole gown and leave us wishing we had a new one…
In the end, it’s not really a matter of “Goodness” or “Badness” anyway; there is only ONE “sin”, one Fact of being Human that separates us from God, which we have in us, innately, as soon as we’re born:  The insistence that we have things OUR way… “MY will, not Thine be done”… And if Free Will means anything at all – if we really ARE free to choose to be apart from God – then there MUST be the very real option to, in the end, be granted that wish.
I would venture to say that the honest Soul who acknowledges God’s will, makes every effort to obey that will, is in frequent anguish over his inability to do so consistently, and looks forward with longing to having done to him what only God can do (that is, be made Perfect)… That person is, through Jesus, already on his way to being Perfected, because Jesus has satisfied the requirements of God’s Law and thereby assured those who believe this a safe passage to that Perfection, to the glory and praise of God Himself…
